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The Lord is kind and merciful!
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  This Sunday gospel places a certain emphasis on the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus. “Touch me and see, 
because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you 
can see I have, “says Jesus. It makes me wonder what 
would be missing if Jesus were resurrected only “in 
spirit,” that is, without matter?
  Even before the resurrection, the body of Jesus is 
peculiarly significant in many ways. His body is likened 
to a sacrifice as it is written in the psalm, “a body you 
prepared for me; behold I’ve come to do your will.” It is 
like Jacob’s ladder, where the angels ascend and 
descend, and is compared to the true manna that 
comes from heaven, giving life to whoever that eats it. 
He is the son of David, son of Abraham, and son of 
Adam, by extension, even though his body is not made 
from the biological material of these men. In his body 
Jesus can say, “I and the Father are one,” while 
maintaining his own identity.
  Wonderful is the body of Jesus, seeming like a 
microcosm encompassing the natural, the human, and 
the divine. As he takes the whole world into death, so in 
his rising, he takes the whole world into new life. Saint 
Paul says, “For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ 
shall all be brought to life” (1 Cor 15:21). The point here 
is the manner in which death happens to all is the same 
as how life happens, that is from a single person to the 
rest. This person is like the lynchpin that holds all 
creation together so that whatever happens to him 
ripples through the entire universe.
  Both Adam and Jesus function like this lynchpin figure 
because they are fashioned with the pattern of the entire 
cosmos imprinted in their bodies, allowing their actions 
to have universal effects. God’s creation design is like a 
fern leaf where the basic shape of the whole leaf is 
reproduced at each leaflet. As the self-similar patterns 
are reproduced at all scales, we, who are leaflets joined 
together to make the big leaf, that is the body of Christ, 
must have the same elements imprinted in us. Let us 
meditate on these words, “Then I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth…Behold, I make all things new” (Rev 
21:1-5).
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The Knights of Columbus are thrilled to report to the St Cornelius Community the 
success of the Blood Drive. On Sunday, March 3, we collected 35 total units. That 
represents 105 patients whose lives were helped by this generous, selfless act of 
Christian giving. What a wonderful Lenten offering. The Knights continue to partner with 
the Red Cross in other parishes throughout the year offering many opportunities to give. 
Our next Blood Drive at St Cornelius will be in August. Thank you for all your support and 
God Bless.
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